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				Since Obi-wan Kenobi had the power of the Force within him, why didn’t he just lob off the gargoyle-like head of Darth Vader? Why did he just smile that all-knowing smile and bring his light saber to the neutral, formal position of a salute?

				It was because he knew he had to die!

				 Kenobi’s sacrificial death momentarily drew the attention of the Imperial troops and allowed Princess Leia and her rescuers to flee in the Millennium Falcon. Had it not been for this, the cause of the Alliance would have been lost forever. Men would have continued to live in fear and bondage under the evil Impe-rial government.

				The Night of Trials

				Now, let’s focus on the real “sacrifice” of Jesus Christ. You see, 
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				His crucifixion and resurrection on a cross at Calvary was part of God’s divine plan to redeem His Chosen Ones from the curse of sin, Satan and death.

				Following His arrest, Jesus, His hands bound, was tried sev-eral times in an ordeal that lasted throughout the night. First, he was taken to the house of Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest for that year. But Annas evidently felt the charges against Jesus were weak, and decided it was politically expedi-ent to turn Jesus over to Caiaphas.

				Caiaphas, in turn, had Jesus taken to the palace of the Roman governor, Pilate, for trial. But since the chief priests and Phar-isees were vague about their charges against Jesus, Pilate told them, “ ‘Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law’ “ (John 18:3.1).

				But the Jews objected, reminding Pilate they had no authori-ty under Roman law to execute criminals. Then Pilate went back to where Jesus was and questioned him:

				“Are you the king of the Jews?”

				“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?

				“Do you think I am a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”

				Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

				“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

				“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out-again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews”?’
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				They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barab-bas!” (John 18:33-40).

				Sentenced to Be Executed

				Then Pilate ordered his soldiers to flog Jesus. This they did, and also twisted together a crown of thorns and placed it on His head. They wrapped a purple robe around Him and mocked Him, calling Him the “king of the Jews.” Morning came and Pilate took Jesus before the people and explained to them that he found no basis for a charge against Him. But as soon as the chief priests and other Jewish officials saw Him, they began chanting, “Crucify! Crucify!”

				Undeterred, Pilate insisted the Jews take Jesus and crucify Him, because he wanted nothing to do with the matter.

				Then the Jews explained to Pilate that since Jesus said He was the Son of God, Jewish law dictated that He should be killed.

				Pilate was on the spot—and afraid. So he took Jesus back into his quarters and questioned Him some more. But Jesus said nothing.

				“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”

				Jesus answered, “You have no power over me that was not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”

				From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king op-poses Caesar” (John 19:10-12).

				The Execution

				At last, Pilate turned Jesus over to the Jews to be crucified. Car-rying His own cross, Jesus was escorted by Roman soldiers to “The Place of the Skull,” which was called Golgotha in Arabic. There, the soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross that was placed be-tween two others who were being crucified.
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				Pilate had a notice prepared and attached to the cross, which read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” The soldiers who crucified Jesus took His clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them. Since His undergarment was seamless and they didn’t want to tear it, they decided by lot who would get it.

				This was all done in literal fulfillment of the ancient proph-ecies in Scripture which said, “They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots” (Psalm 22:18,).

				A Cruel Death	

				Crucifixion is a slow, agonizing form of execution. For Jesus, it was no less agonizing than for anyone else, because He was a man, as well as God. Several prophecies were literally fulfilled as Jesus hung, dying on that cross. He said He was thirsty, and was given vinegar. And since the next day was a special Sab-bath, the Jews did not want the bodies of the three men left on the crosses. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the men broken, the shock of which would bring about quick death, and the bodies taken down.

				The legs of the two men crucified side-by-side with Jesus were broken by the soldiers. But when Pilate’s men came to Je-sus, they knew He was already dead, and so they did not break His legs. Instead, one of them pierced the side of Jesus with a spear, causing a sudden flow of blood and water.

				These incredibly detailed events had been prophesied many years earlier and recorded in the Scriptures. “Not one of His bones will be broken” (Psalm 34:20), and “They will look on [the One] they have pierced” (Zechariah 12: 10). But the most striking prophecy concerning the death of Christ was recorded by the prophet Isaiah some 700 years before the crucifixion:

				He was despised and forsaken of men,

				A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;

				And like one from whom men hide their face,

				He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

				Surely our griefs He Himself bore,

				And our sorrows He carried;
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				Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,

				Smitten of God, and afflicted.

				But He was pierced through for our transgressions,

				He was crushed for our iniquities;

				The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,

				And by His scourging we are healed.

				All of us like sheep have gone astray,

				Each of us has turned to his own way;

				But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all

				To fall on Him.

				He was oppressed and He was afflicted,

				Yet He did not open His mouth;

				Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,

				And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,

				So He did not open His mouth.

				By oppression and judgment He was taken away;

				And as for His generation, who considered

				That He was cut off out of the land of the living,

				For the transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due?

				His grave was assigned to be with wicked men,

				Yet with a rich man in His death;

				Although He had done no violence,

				Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. (Isaiah 53:3-10,)

				The Meaning of the Cross

				The Bible tells us there are at least eleven reasons why Jesus Christ died:

				to free men from the condemnation of the Law (Gala-tians 3:13, 4:4-5).

				to defeat Satan and his power of death (Hebrews 2:14-15).

				to begin the Everlasting Nnw Covenants (agreement) be-tween God and men for their salvation (Matthew 26:28; 
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				Hebrews 9:14-16).

				to pay the penalty for all sins committed by men in all times past (Hebrews 9:26-28, 10:12).

				(to pay the penalty for all the sins of mankind, past, pres-ent and future (Romans 8:2-4). 

				to break Satan’s power of sin over men (1 John 4:9-11; Romans 5:8).

				to demonstrate God’s love for men (Isaiah 53:4-6, 8, 10; Matthew 26:39; Hebrews 10:9-10).

				to fulfill God’s will (Romans 3:25-26). 

				to show that God is righteous (Ephesians 5:25-27; Acts 20:28).

				to purify the Church (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

				and to bring those who believe back into fellowship with Himself (Romans 5:12, 6:23).

				 Those are a lot of reasons for dying! We can see that the death of Jesus Christ was not the result of some unfortunate string of circumstances. It was part of God’s perfect, eternal plan. Jesus had to die!

				Understanding Death

				Death is part of God’s punishment for man’s sins. We are told in Genesis 2:17 that God’s holiness demands that sin be punished. Death is more than just physical separation of life from the body, it is the spiritual separation of life from God! 

				The apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: “Sin en-tered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.... The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 5:12; 6:23).

				Because of sin, men are born spiritually dead, that is spiritu-ally separated from God. So when a man who is not a Christian dies, life is separated from his body, but his spirit, since birth, has 
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				already been separated from God, and he dies spiritually dead. Such a person is already under the authority of Satan and will therefore spend eternity with him in hell.

				But those who were chosen by God before the creation of the world, (Ephesians 1:3-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20) were crucified and resurrected with and in Christ. They are spir-itually “born again,” we read in John 3, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. Jesus said we must be “born again” in order to enter the kingdom of heaven.

				So, when a Christian dies, life is separated from his body, but since he now shares God’s eternal spiritual life, there is no sepa-ration from God. At the moment of physical death, a Christian’s soul is immediately in the presence of Jesus Christ.

				This is the promise of Christ: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life... . Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:16,18. See also John 3:1-5).

				The apostle john explained that all who believe have eternal life even before they die: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:11-13).

				Now here is an interesting thing about physical death. The Bible tells us about a time which is coming when Jesus Christ will return and all His believers who had died—that is, life had separated from their physical bodies, but their souls are with Him—will receive new, supernatural or glorified bodies. The apostle Paul explained this in his first letter to the Christians at Corinth: “We shall not all sleep [remain physically dead], but we shall all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immor-
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				tality... . Then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory’” (1 Corinthians 15:51-54). This subject is expanded upon by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4.

				Nonbelievers will be resurrected from the dead, too, at the time of God’s “great white throne” judgment at the end of Christ’s thousand-year reign on earth. But because of their sin, they will be cast into an eternally burning lake of fire along with Satan. You can read about this in Revelation 20.

				The Perfect Substitute

				Since death is God’s punishment for sin, and since Jesus had never committed a sin, He should not have had to die (John 8:29, 14:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5; Hebrews 4:15, 7:26). He did it only because of His perfect love for man.

				Jesus was the perfect substitute for man’s sins. The Old Tes-tament explains substitutionary death (Leviticus 1:4). It is based on the transference principle in which the guiltiness of man was transferred to an innocent animal which then was slaughtered. When the animal died, according to this principle, the sins of the man which had been transferred to it died with it. Likewise, Jesus took upon Himself all the sins of the world and when He died all of man’s sins died with Him. The substitutionary death of Jesus was prophesied by the ancient Hebrew prophets in the Old Testament. The most notable prophecy appears in Isaiah 53.

				The New Testament contains many references to the substi-tutionary death of Christ. John the Baptist proclaimed that Jesus was a substitute for man’s sins (John 1:29). Jesus predicted His own death as a sin substitute (Matthew 26:28). In several passag-es the apostle Paul wrote that Jesus paid the price for the sins of the world (Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4). The writer of Hebrews, the apostle Peter and the apostle John all wrote the same thing: Jesus Christ suffered the penalty for man’s sins (1 Peter 2:24, 3:18-19; 1 John 4:10).

				When Christ took our place on that cross and in that tomb, He suffered our death and hell (Matthew 27:46, 50). The holy judgment of God against sin fell on Him, resulting in both phys-
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				ical death and spiritual separation from God. But the story only begins with the death of Christ.

				No Remains

				Let your mind flash back to Obi-wan Kenobi as he dueled with Darth Vader. If Darth had been struck by Kenobi’s light saber he would have died, for sure. But Kenobi said if he himself were to die he would only become more powerful! Kenobi then offered himself as a sacrifice in order to save those he loved.

				Darth lashed out at Kenobi. But instead of our seeing the mortally wounded Kenobi, we see Darth incredulously prob-ing through the pile of clothing on the floor where Kenobi had slumped. There was no body left to be found!

				The mystery of Kenobi’s disappearing body was never explained in the movie. But, in the real drama of Jesus Christ which it illustrates so well, the Bible gives a clear and wonderful explanation.

				Victory Over Death

				On the third morning following Christ’s crucifixion, Mary Mag-dalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. But when they approached, they found the huge stone that had sealed the entrance to the tomb had been rolled away. Peering inside, they found the tomb completely empty, except for a pile of strips of linen that had covered the body of their Lord! Jesus had arisen!

				Later, the Lord appeared to the two women, then to Cleopas, to the disciples and then to more than 500 people. You can read the entire account in all four Gospels: Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24 and John 20.

				Death could not keep Christ in the grave. Sin had no power over Him. Satan had been defeated. “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:54-55).

				Just as Kenobi’s sacrifice brought freedom to his people, the real substitutionary death of Jesus Christ and His resurrection 
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				have brought everlasting life and freedom from Satan, sin and death to those who believe in Him.

				Kenobi remained in spirit with Luke Skywalker, speaking to his soul, giving wise counsel, leading and directing him onward. Well, I’ve got good news for you: Jesus Christ is alive today! He is seated at the right hand of God the Father in heaven, and, He is with us, too, in the person of His Holy Spirit. Those of us who believe in Christ and have repented of our sins and re-ceived Christ as our Lord and Savior, now have His Holy Spirit indwelling our lives. Forever!

				The same True Force—God Almighty—who created the universe and everything in it lives in the life of every believer through His Holy Spirit.

				 * * * * *
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